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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Department of Procurement and Contracting Services 
JAKE WILSON 

MAYOR 
     

To: Bidders of IFB 26-19 Argenziano School Boiler Replacement 

From: Thupten Chukhatsang, Senior Procurement Manager  

Date: 6/29/2026 

Re: Clarifications & Revisions to the Scope, Specifications, Plans and Details 
Clarifications and Responses to Bidder Questions 
Appendix A: Attachments –  
1) Revised Scope, Specifications, Plans and Details 
2) Water Chemistry Report for Argenziano School 
3) Argenziano Roof Warranty 
 

Addendum No. 1 to IFB 26-19 

This addendum makes changes to the scope, provides clarifications and responses to bidder questions, 

and includes attachments. 

 

 

** Failure to acknowledge this addendum may result in bid disqualification.** 

 

NAME OF COMPANY / INDIVIDUAL:  _________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE/FAX/EMAIL:______________________________________________________  

 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUAL:___________________________________ 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ADDENDA: 

 

Addendum #1 _________  #2 __________ #3___________ #4 _________  
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Clarifications & Revisions to Scope, Specifications, Plans and Details: 

The following plans, specifications and details are to replace the previous versions and are made part of 

this addendum#1 and are attached under APPENDIX A: ATTACHMENTS. 

• M0.01 – Clarification for water treatment and testing scope. 

• M0.01 – Revision to interior piping jacketing specification. 

• M0.02 – Clarification on Honeywell scope of work. 

• M0.02 – Revision to include weather shade kit for new OA sensor. 

• M2.03A – Clarification on Honeywell scope of work. 

• M2.03B – Clarification on gas cock sizing. 

• M3.03A – Clarification on Honeywell scope of work. 

• M3.03B – Clarification on gas cock sizing. 

• M7.00 – Update to boiler flow switch installation detail.  

 

Clarifications and Responses to Bidder Questions: 

# Questions Responses 

1 Please confirm M2.03B Note 1 for 3” gas 
cock.  Line size in that location is 5”.  Should 
gas cock size be increased to 5”, or 
reducers be provided on either side of 3”? 

Rimkus – Gas cock shall be 5” as updated in 
Addendum 1 drawings.  

2 M0.00 Scope of Work note # 3 mentions 
new system shall be integrated into existing 
Honeywell EBI Front-end.  Please confirm 
this is the desired approach. 
 

Rimkus – Integration is limited to existing control 
points (Start/Status/Alarm). Scope of work 
clarified under Addendum 1 drawings. 

3 Provide contact information for current 
Honeywell system service provider. 
 

Rimkus – Honeywell contact is Scott Maclean 
(scott.maclean2@honeywell.com , 617-212-0388) 

4 Confirm intent to reuse the existing boiler 
flue penetrations for the new flues.   
 

Rimkus – Existing boiler flue and intake penetrate 
the roof. Design intent is to reuse the penetration 
for new flues and intakes.   

5 Provide contact information for Roofing 
contractor that holds the current roof 
warranty.   
 

Rimkus – Roofing is through Johns Manville. Area 
representative is Richard Lotti, 339-241-4836.  
 
CoS – Argenziano Roof Warranty is attached 
under APPENDIX A: ATTACHMENTS 

6 Confirm elevator railing will be removed 
and replaced by Somerville. 
 

Rimkus – City of Somerville will be responsible 
for removal and replacement of existing elevator 
rails.  

7 Confirm Somerville will provide totes to the 
mechanical room for the existing glycol to 
be recovered into. 
 

 Rimkus – Confirmed.  
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8 Confirm contractor owns getting the 
existing glycol concentration and inhibitors 
up to specification. 
 

Rimkus – Clarified under Addendum 1 drawings. 
Contractor shall be responsible for glycol 
percentage testing and addition of glycol to 
achieve 30% concentration as specified on 
drawings. Water chemistry testing and addition 
of inhibitors shall be coordinated with the 
facilities water treatment vendor (Metro Group, 
155 West Street, Suite 3, Wilmington, MA 01887, 
781-932-9911) 

9 Provide recent hot water system water 
chemistry report. 
 

Rimkus – City of Somerville to provide requested 
documents. 
 
CoS – The requested Water Chemistry Report for 
Argenziano School is provided below under 
 APPENDIX A: ATTACHMENTS 

10 What is the volume of the existing hot 
water system? 
 

Rimkus – Contractor shall review existing base 
building drawings to estimate volume. 
Coordinate access to drawings with City of 
Somerville.  
CoS –It is estimated to be ~1250 gallons, however 
contractor responsible to review existing base 
building drawings to determine estimated 
volume. 

11 Confirm whether or not Megapress is an 
approved method for gas pipe joining. 
 

Rimkus – Megapress is acceptable. 

12 Confirm Rodent Control as listed in the 1.5 
General Terms is applicable to this project.   
 

Rimkus – Not applicable to this project. 

13 Confirm all lighting protection scope falls 
under the File Sub Electrical scope. 
 

Rimkus – GC shall coordinate lightning protection 
scope with subs.  

14 On the existing HWP-1 and HWP-2.  Are the 
strainers existing in the Victaulic Y Strainer 
or the suction diffuser?   
 

Rimkus – Existing pump drops include both 
strainer and suction diffuser.  

15 Is there an existing glycol feeder, or if not, 
is one desired under this project.   
 

Rimkus – Not required under this project scope. 

16 Confirm the desired Mesh for startup 
screens to be provided. 
 

Rimkus – Fine mesh screen shall be provided for 
start-up. 

17 Confirm hot water air separator and 
expansion tank are existing to remain.  
 

Rimkus – Per drawings, expansion tanks and air 
separator are existing to remain.     

18 M0.01 Pat 2 C.6.b. calls for all insulation in 
mechanical room to be PVC jacketed (we 
assume white in color).  Confirm this is an 
actual requirement as it is costly.  
 

Rimkus – Clarification issued under Addendum 1. 
PVC jacketing will not be required for this 
project. ASJ covering is acceptable.  
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19 We assume the GC is responsible for 
temporary heat provisions and not the 
HVAC filed subcontractor?  
 

Rimkus – GC shall be responsible for coordinating 
with subs on temporary heating system.  

20 Where on the bid form is the contractor to 
include temporary heat provisions per 
M0.01 Pat 1 A.16? Or shall this be a 
separate letterhead document by the GC?  
 

CoS – Contractor to include cost of temporary 
heat provisions, per drawings and specifications, 
as a part of base bid. 

21 M2.03B seems to indicate that the owner 
will provide the required roofing 
services.  Please confirm.  
 

Rimkus – GC shall coordinate with the facilities 
roofing contractor for any required roofing work. 
City of Somerville will not provide roofing 
services. 

22 M3.03A: If water quality standards are not 
met after testing, confirm that required 
adjustments will be executed under change 
order as bidders have no way to determine 
quality at this time.  
 

Rimkus – Clarification issued under Addendum 1. 
Refer to item #8 on this document.   

23 M3.03A shows new taps for temporary 
boiler hook up.  Confirm existing boiler(s) 
can be utilized for temp heat if functional.  
 

Rimkus – Confirmed. Contractor shall provide 
temp boiler hook-up connections for future as 
identified on plans. 

24 Will Mega-Press system be acceptable for 
gas piping?  
 

Rimkus – Refer to item #11 on this document. 

25 Will Mega-Press/Victaulic and/or Pro-press 
be acceptable for hydronic piping?  
 

Rimkus – Propress is acceptable for piping <2.5” 
in diameter. Refer to item #11 on this document.   

26 Will Polypropylene (i.e. Centrotherm) be 
acceptable for boiler exhaust and boiler 
intake piping?  
 

Rimkus – Boiler exhaust shall be double-walled 
zero clearance stainless steel flue as specified. 
Intake may be polypropylene or galvanized as 
specified. 

27 Confirm normal working hours are 
acceptable after the school season 
commences.  
 

CoS – 7am – 7pm Monday – Friday, Saturday 
w/notice 

28 Will a water treatment service contract be 
required for this project? If so, does the city 
have a preferred service contractor?  
 

Rimkus – Refer to item #8. 

29 Are pre-demo water balancing readings a 
requirement?  
 

Rimkus – Pre-demo balancing is not required.  

30 The central register states sub bid 
categories - Electrical and HVAC is this 
correct or is the HVAC contractor to be the 
General contractor ? 
 

CoS – Yes, the Filed Sub Bid trades are Electrical 
and HVAC as required by DCAMM. However, the 
General Contractor may bid for the HVAC Filed 
Sub Bid trade and may potentially be both the GC 
and HVAC  contractor. 
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Rimkus – MC may serve as GC for this project. If 
MC is GC, all subs and associated work shall be 
coordinated by the MC.  
 

31 Please provide the contact info for the 
roofing contactor 
 

Rimkus – Refer to item #5. 

32 As discussed at the walk through the 
control wiring disconnect shall be done by 
Honeywell ? 
 

Rimkus – Clarified under Addendum 1.  

33 Will they also handle reconnecting there 
control wiring? 
 

Rimkus – Clarified under Addendum 1. 

34 On plan M3.03A - General notes Item #3 
hot water system shall be provided with 
30% glycol. I would think that the awarding 
contractor should take a reading along with 
the DPW to see what percentage the 
system is at start of the project? 
 

Rimkus – No exceptions taken.  
CoS – Contractor shall ensure final system glycol 
percentage reading to be 30%. 

35 If the percentage is below the 30% who is 
responsible for providing the glycol to be 
the system percentage to 30% ?  
 

Rimkus – Refer to item #8.  

36 If we are to provide the glycol we would 
need to know how much glycol needed in 
order to put the system at 30% ? 

Rimkus – Refer to item #10. 

37 As discussed at the walk through the DPW 
is providing totes to reclaim the glycol for 
the drain down. I hope they will have 
enough totes for the drain down ? 
 

CoS – DPW to provide containment totes to store 
drained glycol. 

38 Note #4 - Calling for water test the system 
has glycol so we would only be testing 
for the percentage in the system? 
 

Rimkus – Refer to item #8. 

39 Notes call for the boiler flues to be double 
wall stainless steel can the boiler flues be 
run in Centrotherm ? This is one of the 
products in Lochinvars OEM manual ? 
 

Rimkus – Refer to item #26. 

 

(Continued on the Next Pages) 
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APPENDIX A: ATTACHMENTS 

1) Clarifications & Revisions to Scope, Specifications, Plans and Details 
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APPENDIX A: ATTACHMENTS 

2) Water Chemistry Report for Argenziano School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE METRO GROUP, INC.
Building Solutions You Trust
50-23 Twenty-Third Street           Tel: (718) 729-7200
Long Island City, NY 11101         Fax: (718) 729-8677

Certificate of Analysis: Standard Water
Client: CITY OF SOMERVILLE Sampled: 02/04/2026 Report ID #: 078084

Address: ALBERT A. ARGENZIANO SCHOOL Received: 02/10/2026 Customer ID: CITB08-09

Acct Mgr: JEN PARZIALE Analyzed: 02/25/2026 00:00 Report Date: 02/26/2026

(1)=GLYCOL 
 

Analysis Units 1 2 3 4 Analysis Units 1 2 3 4

WATER CHEMISTRY METALS
pH 8.9 Aluminum mg/L Al

P-Alkalinity mg/L CaCO₃ Copper mg/L Cu 0

Bicarb. Alk mg/L CaCO₃ Total Iron mg/L Fe 13.1

Carbonate Alk mg/L CaCO₃ Manganese mg/L Mn
Hydroxide Alk mg/L CaCO₃ Sodium mg/L Na
Total Alkalinity mg/L CaCO₃ Zinc mg/L Zn

Calcium mg/L CaCO₃ ADDITIVES/OTHER ANALYTES
Magnesium Hard mg/L CaCO₃ Azole mg/L TTA 0

Total Hardness mg/L CaCO₃ N/A Molybdate mg/L Na₂M₀O₄

Chloride mg/L NaCl Nitrite mg/L NaNO₂ 0

Conductivity µS/cm 2412 Phosphonate mg/L
T. Dissolved Solids mg/L TDS PTSA µg/L

Phosphate mg/L PO₄ 1250 Sulfite mg/L Na₂SO₃

Silica mg/L SiO₂ HEAT TRANSFER FLUIDS
Sulfate mg/L SO₄ Concentration % Volume 25.3

Susp. Matter PRES/ABS POS Freeze Point Temp (°F) +13.7

Turbidity NTU Specific Gravity 1.026

Nitrate mg/L NO₃ Reserve Alkalinity mg/L 1.2

Total Bacteria CFU/mL Glycol Type PG/EG PG

Remarks:

N/A = INTERFERENCE

Analytical results expressed in milligrams per liter (mg/L) are equivalent to Parts Per Million (PPM) and  
micrograms per liter (μg/L) are equivalent to Parts Per Billion (PPB).         

Notes:

 Pragnesh Kansupada
 Chief Chemist             



155 West Street, Suite 3

Wilmington, MA 01887
Tel:   (781)-932-9911

f i

Parameter (units)

  Glycol % % 24.5

  pH 8.5

  Freeze Point PPM 13.00

Control Limits:
Propylene Glycol Closed, Glycol %, (30 to 40)
Propylene Glycol Closed, pH, (8.5 to 11)

Sys ID/Type: G1/PG

System Name: Propylene
Glycol
Closed

System Status: System On

Customer Location Service Report # 249818
CITY OF SOMERVILLE ALBERT A. ARGENZIANO SCHOOL Metro ID CITB08 - 09
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS LINCOLN PARK/WASHINGTON STREET Service Date 02/04/2026 6:15 AM
1 FRANEY ROAD ALBERT A. ARGENZIANO SCHOOL Report Date 02/05/2026
SOMERVILLE, MA 02145 SOMERVILLE, MA 02143 Technician CABRAL , ED

Accepted By: Account Manager:

Print Name: Not Provided Email:

JEN PARZIALE

jparziale@metrogroupinc.com

Chemicals Applied:

Summary & Recommendations:
The glycol freeze point is 13 degrees so the burst point is -5 degrees 
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APPENDIX A: ATTACHMENTS 

3) Argenziano Roof Warranty 

 
 
 
 
 










